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The Netherlands Antilles,
formerly known as the Nether-
lands West Indies, 1s formed
by two groups of islands in
the Caribbean Sea off the
coast of Venezuela,From their
comparative positions they
are known as the ldeward and
the windward lslands.Curacao,
the largest of the islands,
lies approximately 38 miles
north of the coast of Vene-
zuela at a distance of 1,580
nautical.miles from Norfolk,
Va.

Willemstadythe Capital of
the Netherlands Antilles, is
situated on Santa Anna Bay on
the southern coast of Curacao,
The city itself has been de-
scribed as a bit of Holland in
the Caribbean,

The population of the six
islands is_ approximately
203,519, of which 132,055 re—
side on Guracao,

. 0il refining aonstltutes
the chief industry of the is-
lands, and this industry in-
turn creates the large shio
ning industry.

. In Curacao,in addition to
Dutch, English and Spanish
are widely spoken,

There are no city limits
to define its political bound-
ary, for the lowest unit of

government is the 1 s land
of (Curacao, headed by the
lieutenant governor,. The
city's actual status, there -
fore, is that of the island's
largest settlement, its cen-
ter of trade and shopping,
and the location of insular
government, Most of the
buildings in-the city's older
distriets ( Punda, Scharloq
Pietermaai)are painted in a
variety of bright colors, and
several of them are interest-
ing examples of 17th century
Dutch coleonial architecture.
Modern garden suburbs and
extensive labor housing pro-
Jects, built mostly since
1941, are taking care of the
rapid population growth. The
airport is at the n orth
coast,l5 miles from the city.

One of . the finest ports
in the West Indies, Guracao
has been an important point
of the West Indies
slave t rade; when that
was abolished, the ®conomic
life of the island seriously
deteriorated. Since the es-
tablishment of _the oil in-
dustry in 1916, how ever,
Curacao has become the bus-
iest harbor in the Caribbeal



CLLBS-The following clubs
gen e rally extend courtesy
nrivileges to visiting of-
ficers in wuniform:; Asiento
Snorts Club, Curacao Svorts
club  (Tennis' courts,Bar) and
and Social Club Kwiek.

However,there are several
enlisted clubs operated by
the Roman Catholic I[fission,
the Salvation Army and the
Shell Refinery,where officers
and enlisted personnel are
welcome, They are onen daily,
usually until midnight.,

The Curacao Sports Club is
the principal club with ten-
nis as the main sport,Courts
are 1lluminated at night when
the cooler weather permits
tennis. They have fine cement
surfaces. A basketball court,
bowling alleys are also avail-
ables
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%@MT_B—TM Curacao Inter—
natlonal Hotel, Ft. Nassau,
Berliner Hof, Ia Castellana,
Casanove, Hotel Amexdcano,

Avila, San Marco provide a

menu of heavy Dutch cooking
while the San Marco, located
in the downtown area,apeclal-
lzes in itallan dishes, The
rates at the San Marco are

lowest .

HOTuLS-The recommended hotels
inelude, Avila, San Marco,
Americano and the Hilton Bay
Club. All provide single or
double rooms, with or without
alr-conditioning, Rates are
lowest at the San Mareco,
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SHOPSING

Willemstadls divided into two
seetlons, the Punda shopping
areayand the Otrabanda (other
sides, another shopping area,
located near the famous Queen
Emma Pontoon Bridge, Two fag-
tors combine to make furacao
a haven for shopners. First
of all,the import duty on all
goods except tobacce and al-
cohol 18 only 3.3 ver cent,
which 1s practically tanta =
mount to making Curacao a free
port-

Secondly,the cosmopolitan
character of the city is re-
flected in a staggering arrey
of merchandise,Almost all the
shops are concentrated inpm-
da, the oldest cuarter of Wil
Lemstad,

The chief chonnlng streets
ure: Jeoremstraat, and Broud
estraat, and Madurostraat,
Heerenstraat has been closed

totmffic and mude into a neds

estrain mall,’



SPORTS
St. Michlelsbay

Seaslde swimming pool,re-
creation area of the Royal
Netherlandes Navy,shower, nice
seats and cool drinks obtaln-
ables Open frem 0900 until
1730, A 25 minutes drive from
berth, Telephone 23626

Newport St. Barbara Beach

A private beach belonglng
tothe Curacao Minning Company
Beautiful beach, There are no
refreshments avallable Jttakes
a 20-minute drive by car from
berth, Telephone 38040

Vaersenbay Police Beaoh

Belongs to the Police Spotte
Club.Nice beach.Bar elesec on
Pdday,A 30=minute drive from
berth, Televhone 23115

Rif Swlmming wool

Jpen to the public daily
500~ 1800.It is a salt water
pool atRif nemt to the Soccer
Stadlum, This nool belongs to
the Assoclation for physical
develovment, Telerhone 23100

Shell Golf Club

A nine hole vurivate golf
course at Rio Canaric,adjacent
to 3hell Curacaol, V.'s refine
nerysite.Cpen to visiting golf=
erss Tuesday wuntil 1300 and
Yonday and Wednesday until 1600,

JHIATR

The followlng four indoor
movie theatrea and one open
air theatre show prineipally
American films. West End =
Brionplein, Roxy-Pletermaai,

Cinelandia'= Wilhelmnaplein,
Caribe« Manzanillaweg, Asien=
to, open air, The Roxy and
West Eng have dally shows
ptarting at 1830 and 2100
Ginelandia has one show dal-
ly starting at 2000,

TRANSPORTATION=There are no
faollities for large scale
transportation of the orew
from berths in anything but
commercial busses.

Numerous private taxi lines
operatein all sectidns of the
lsland, Those in the outlying
dletrictes conelst chiefly of

station wagons and emaller

types of pagsenger vehioles,
Those 1n the downtown areas
are principally the high
priced American cars, All are
recognizable by the regle-
tration numbepy. Taxi fares,
fixed by the government, are
high. Bvery driver in the

downtown area 18 In vosses-
slon of a price liast which he
muat show 1f requested.

Fares in Station Wagons in
btho outer areas are Jlower
but the drivers are not re-
lquired to carry a orice Liet.
It is best to reach an agree=
ment on fares before a trip
is started.



Points of Imterest

IQURS-Caracas Bay, noted-for
its scenery and old fortress-
l@s, can bé reached by taxi or
bus 4in 20 minutes from Wil-
‘lemstad. A speclal permit to
visit this bay must be ob-
tained two or three hours in
advance.

The Groto cave of Hato
Alrport may be reached in 20-
minutes by automgobile. En-
trance ticket and permit are
obtained at the cave.

Uurrency

The prinecipal points of
intersst in Willemstad in-
clude the town hall, the
pontoon bridge, the Jewish
cemetery, on the qtrabanda
and Curacao Museum in Van
Lefuwehnoakstraat. * Admit—
tance to the latter is one
Guilder (Florin),but free ad-
mittance to visiting crewman
is wusually provided. The
Botanical Gardens at Cas Cora
are also of interest.,

PICTURE TAKING-The taking of
snapshots within the precincts
of the small refinery in Wil-
lemstad and the installations
at nearby Caracas Bay and
Bullen Bay is strictly pro-
hibiteds There is uo other
restriction on picture tak-
ing.

The Guilder or Florin (names are interchangeable) is the
Netherlands Antilles unit of money, subdivided into 100
cents. It is issued in all demoninations *rclud*ng a

square nickle, The official rate of exchange is 1.87
Floring to the U.S. dollar, and many stores acceot U.S,
currency at an exthange of two Florins to the dollar,
If you figure the Florin as half an American dollar,

you won't be far off.

to pay in dollars,.

When shooning, it is adviseable
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| Guilder = /4 Quarters =

1 Dime = 2 Nickels




